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The present information disclosure statement is being 
submitted after the issuance of a first official action but before 
the issuance of a final action or a notice of allowance. Please 
charge the amount of $180 in payment of the government fee for 
filing an information disclosure statement after a first action on 
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the merits but before a final rejection or a notice of allowance 
to Patent and Trademark Office Deposit Account No. 11-1835. 

The attention of the Examiner is hereby directed to the 
references listed on the attached form PTO-1449. Copies of the 
references are forwarded herewith. 

WO 99/28170 discloses a door handle unit. Applicant does not 
have an English translation of this reference readily available. 
However, an English language abstract is attached. 

German reference 39 08 093 discloses a heatable door lock. 
Applicant does not have an English translation of this reference 
readily available. However, an English language abstract is 
attached. 

German reference 196 35 948 discloses a vehicle door handle. 
This reference corresponds to GB 2 304 802, a copy of which is 
also enclosed. 

German reference 42 12 291 discloses a vehicle door lock 
arrangement. Applicant does not have an English translation of 
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this reference readily available. However, an English language 
abstract is attached. 

German reference 196 33 894 discloses a an exterior car door 
handle for a door lock. Applicant does not have an English 
translation of this reference readily available. However, an 
English language abstract is attached. 

German reference 196 17 038 discloses a locking system for 
motor vehicles. This reference corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 
6,075,294, a copy of which is also enclosed. 

The present invention defines a specific closing system which 
is not believed to be disclosed by the enclosed references. 

With the submission of this admitted prior art applicant 
complies with the duty of disclosure as set forth at 37 C.F.R. 
1.56. 
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Any additional fees or charts retired at this time in 
connection with this appiication may b e chafed to Patent ^ 
Trademark Office Deposit Account No. 11-1835. 



Respectfully submitted. 




By ^ — / / (, 

Klaus P. Stoffel 
Reg. No. 31,668 

For: Friedrich Kueffner 
Reg. No. 29,482 

kt! 7 , !? ad f son Avenue, Suite 910 
New York, New York 10017 
(212) 986-3114 



Dated: February 19, 2004 

CERTIFICATE nw M&ILING 

S^^/^"^ ™c P e 0nd as nC fir S s t bel 1 n9 dep ° sited -ith 
envelope addressed to: Commissi^ r } class mail in an 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, iZwSSS iZ'iSS"* 9 ' P0 B °* "50 





By: _ 

"Klaus P. Uottel//'^ & Date: Igbruary 19, 2004 
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